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Law School Report

A NOBLE

PURSUIT
COMMENCEMENT 2010 CELEBRATES
THE HUMAN SIDE OF LAWYERING

F

or UB Law’s latest generation of
promising attorneys, the journey of a thousand miles ended
with a single step: the pomp
and circumstance of the Law School’s 121st
Commencement ceremonies.
Held in the Center for the Arts on May 22,
the ceremonies celebrated the achievements
of 267 recipients of the Juris Doctor degree,
nine who earned the master of laws degree
in criminal law and seven who earned the
general master of laws degree.

“Henceforth your most enduring identity will
be that of a lawyer. Cherish that identity and
use it for the public good.”
— Dean Makau W. Mutua

C o n t i n u e d …

For a highlights video and slide show, go to

www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/commencement10.asp
www.law.buffalo.edu/forum/commencement10-SS.asp
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“Recognize and embrace the
potential nobility of the lawyer.”
— Randall L. Kennedy,
Harvard Law School

Joanna T. McKeegan

Above, Zachary G. Schurkman gets a
hug from his grandmother.
At right, UB President
John B. Simpson

A red-robed Dean Makau W.Mutua
told the graduates that “Henceforth your
most enduring identity will be that of a
lawyer.Cherish that identity and use it for
the public good.
“The notion of justice is the most cherished ideal in this civilization,”the dean
said.“Whether you are going to work as a
prosecutor, as a defense lawyer, as a publicinterest lawyer, as a corporate attorney, as a
human rights advocate, as a judge, as a
policy-maker, as a researcher or in any
other capacity using your legal skills, remember this: There is no better calling
than the privilege to serve others.”
University at Buffalo President John B.
Simpson added his own congratulations
and noted,“You are graduating at a pivotal
moment in the history of the University at
Buffalo and indeed in the history of American higher education. On a global scale,
this moment in time represents unprecedented advances in innovation, research
and discovery, and unprecedented challenges to the implementation of these. Just
as surely as our past prosperity has been
driven by the American research university, just as surely our future also depends
C o n t i n u e d …
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Jayme L.
Feldman and
Jonathan D.
Lamberti

upon its well-being.”
The student address was delivered by
Joanna T.McKeegan ’10,who remarked on
the graduates’“twisted and interesting journey”to this juncture in their lives.“We have
learned a lot in the last three years,” McKeegan said.“We’ve learned what’s a contract,
what’s hearsay,what professors usually teach
at 9 a.m.on Friday and when during the day
you have a 50-50 chance of getting a library
computer.… We began to speak in a language that no one around us understood,
complaining about the rule against perpetuities and the Socratic method and adverse
possession.Talk about falling cows,the remarkable Learned Hand and jumping onto
trains with boxes of fireworks in our hands
became just as frequent as talk about Thursday night bowling,course selection and
some team you might have heard of called
the Sabres.”
The ceremony was highlighted by a challenging and emotional keynote address by
Randall L.Kennedy,a Harvard Law School
professor whose scholarship has focused on
the intersection of racial conflict and legal
institutions in American life.Kennedy urged
the graduates to “recognize and embrace the

A golden dozen members of the Class of 1960 were on the podium during
UB Law School’s Commencement ceremonies, recognized for their
achievements and their school spirit on this milestone anniversary.
For more on the anniversary, see page 33.

John F. O’Donnell Jr. (Jack) is congratulated by his parents, Hon.
John F. O’Donnell and Denise E. O’Donnell ’82.
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Professor and
Vice Dean James
A. Gardner
congratulates the
John F. Bennett
Achievement
Award winners,
Maureen N.
Polen and
Joshua M.Agins.

Dean Makau Mutua presents the Dean’s Medal to Margaret W.Wong ’76.

Leo J. Dandes with his dad, University
at Buffalo Council member
Jonathan A. Dandes.

Clinical Professor George Hezel hoods
Robyn E. Zenzinger.

potential nobility of the lawyer,” noting that
despite the age-old ubiquity of lawyer jokes,
our society looks most often to lawyers to
serve,for example,as president,vice president and secretary of state.
“Attorneys are involved in all sorts of
pursuits: litigation,negotiation,planning,”
Kennedy said.“They work for governments,
business,non-profits.There is potential for
good in all of these settings.I draw no hierarchy of virtue according to role.There are
many ways to be socially productive and
many ways to find happiness.”
Those ways include,he says,the work of
“private,independent,old-fashioned practitioners who provide legal services to everyday people.They are the attorneys to whom
you turn when you are preparing a trust,
when you are involved in a divorce or think
you have been victimized by fraud or negligence,or need to defend yourself from a
lawsuit.Many of you will enter practices that
will involve you with such problems.Typically these difficulties are not the stuff of
grand drama.They are prosaic troubles,but
they are dramatically important to the people who face them,and they confront the attorneys charged with addressing them with
C o n t i n u e d …
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Boris I. Karasch and Patricia G. Pantaleon march toward receiving their Master of Laws in Criminal Law degrees.

large responsibilities.”
On a deeply personal level, Kennedy
spoke about his own family lawyer and her
guidance at the time of the death of his
wife, Dr.Yvedt Matory.“I shall always be
grateful,”he said,“for the way in which, at
that moment of utter personal devastation, my attorney addressed my problem.
She attended to the legal issues expertly,
but she deployed more than technical legal
expertise to assist me. She addressed my
personal crisis with the utmost care and
tactfulness, graciousness and empathy. She
offered not only knowledge but wise
counsel. There was a real nobility in the
fashion in which she addressed my pressing need, a nobility that is latent in all sorts
of settings in which lawyers find themselves. I hope that you graduates will seize
opportunities to be as helpful to your
clients as my attorney was helpful to me.”
Other highlights of the ceremony included Dean Mutua’s presentation of the
Dean’s Medal to Margaret W.Wong ’76,and
recognition of the Class of 1960,celebrating
the 50th anniversary of its own Commencement.

Jenelle L. Messer

Daniel D. Day gives his son a ride.

Tasha E. Moore ’98 and Vice Dean for
Admissions Lillie Wiley-Upshaw.

